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TRANSITION PERIOD
Changes provide learning and growth 

KM is excited to on board new leaders  
in and out of the classroom

WELCOME, NEW STAFF

Vock Field gets new turf with more 
improvements to come

LEVEL PLAYING FIELD

CONGRATS  
2021 KM 
GRADUATES!

CONGRATS  
2021 KM 
GRADUATES!
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ON THE COVER: 
Molly Pelchat, High School of Health Sciences 2021 graduate, 
celebrates her moment at graduation.

We are incredibly proud to recognize and celebrate the Kettle Moraine 

High School Campus class of 2021, who enjoyed an outdoor graduation 

ceremony with family and friends June 6. The transition from an indoor 

ceremony, which had been the practice for over a dozen years, was 

a refreshing and invigorating experience. It was also a tremendous 

reminder to continually seek new approaches to improve our district as 

we transition to a new school year. 

As I watched those students cross the stage to accept their diplomas, 

it made me think about the importance of everyday transitions. We 

correctly place a plethora of ceremonial value on major transitions, like 

the jump from KM to the work force, military and higher education, but 

aren’t our daily changes and adjustments equally as important? Home 

to school, class to class, activity to activity, then home again - we have 

hundreds of interactions, opportunities for growth and a seemingly-

endless amount of experiences. 

With every step our students take - kindergarten to first grade, 

elementary to middle school, eighth to high school, JV to varsity 

- they are walking into new chances for learning. They are also 

developing the skills and knowledge outlined in our Graduate Profile 

to aid them with a lifetime of transitions, which, by definition is 

“the process or period of changing.” One could even argue a better 

definition would be a process of growth.

As we grow closer to the end of another summer break and segue to 

a school year that will look very different from the past two, we look 

forward to new challenges, inside classrooms and out, and utilizing 

the Graduate Profile skills like critical thinking and communications 

skills. Being collaborators and engaged citizens. Being resilient and 

continuously learning. And, growing from life’s transitions. I’m looking 

forward to it. And, seeing all those smiling faces. 

Superintendent Stephen Plum

HATS OFF
TO TRANSITIONS

WITH EVERY STEP  
OUR STUDENTS TAKE,

THEY ARE WALKING 
INTO NEW CHANCES 
FOR LEARNING
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Justin Bestor Named  
Principal Of KMHS 
This July, Kettle Moraine School District promoted 
Kettle Moraine High School Associate Principal 
Justin Bestor to be its next principal. Bestor has 
been associate principal at KMHS since 2018, also 
serving as the Director of Learning for the Social 
Studies Department. 

He holds a bachelor’s degree in Broad Field Social 
Studies and Middle/Secondary Education from 
Marian University and a Masters of Educational 
Leadership from Cardinal Stritch University. He 
began his career in 2010 at Mishicot High School, 
then was hired by KMHS in 2013. Bestor, who played 
college basketball at Marian University, has also 
been an assistant coach for the Lasers’ boys varsity 
basketball team for several years.

“We are extremely proud to promote a 
dedicated, long-time Laser in Justin Bestor,” said 
Superintendent Stephen Plum. “Justin and his family 
are an integral part of the KM community and he 
has demonstrated exceptional leadership skills 
during his 8-year tenure at KMHS.”

“I am excited and humbled to be the principal at 
Kettle Moraine High School,” said Bestor. “The KM 
community has dedicated staff, motivated students, 
and engaged parents. I am excited to see our KMHS 
campus move forward together and build upon our 
past success to achieve even more.”

Jennifer Balzer Named  
Associate Principal Of KMHS 
Kettle Moraine School District (KMSD) has hired 
Jennifer Balzer as Associate Principal of Kettle 
Moraine High School. Balzer, a Delafield resident 
and KM parent, was most recently an associate 
principal at Meadow View Elementary in the Sun 
Prairie School District. 

Balzer holds a bachelor’s degree in Education 
from Carroll College and a Masters of Educational 
Leadership from Cardinal Stritch University. She 
began her career as an educator in 2008 at Carson 
Academy of Science in Milwaukee and has held 
multiple leadership positions in Waukesha School 
District, and Genesee Lake School.

“We are very fortunate to add Jennifer Balzer to our 
KMHS Campus team,” said KMHS Principal Justin 
Bestor. “She brings with her a wealth of knowledge 
and administrative experience. Her energy, focus on 
collaboration, and perspective as a KM parent will 
surely improve our KMHS Campus.”

“I am thrilled to become part of the KMHS team,” 
said Balzer. “The passion and commitment to 
ensure all students succeed is evident across the 
district. As a family, we have been fortunate enough 
to experience this dedication over the last eight 
years. Now, as associate principal, I look forward to 
solidifying strong relationships with students, staff, 
and families.”

Justin Nies Named Principal 
Of Magee Elementary 
Justin Nies took over July 1 as the new principal of 
Magee Elementary, succeeding long-time principal 
Sue Sterner, who resigned due to health-related 
reasons. Nies arrives in KM with nearly 10 years of 
education experience, most recently in the Whitefish 
Bay School District as the Associate Principal for 
Richards and Cumberland Elementary Schools.

“We are thrilled to add Justin to our team at 
Magee and know he will build upon the incredible 
work Sue Sterner has done the past six years,” 
said Superintendent Stephen Plum. “His extensive 
background in teaching and administration, 
coupled with his innovative approach and 
dedication to placing learners first, makes this an 
exciting time of transition for Magee families.”

“Kettle Moraine celebrates learning without 
boundaries and I believe this should be celebrated 
everywhere,” said Nies. “I am beyond thrilled 
to build strong relationships and work with the 
dedicated staff, committed families, and our engaged 
learners of Magee Elementary School. We will 
continue to make sure we are paving an educational 
path, which is clear of boundaries, so our students 
will continue to be passionate learners and engaged 
citizens in our community. I look forward to meeting 
everyone very soon.”

New Leaders At KMHS And Magee

The district is deeply appreciative of the efforts of staff, students, parents, and board members 
in the hiring process for these three important leadership positions. Combined, KM received over 

200 applications and we couldn’t be happier with the three leaders chosen! 

Kaitlin Kapitan has been named the new head coach of the KMHS Campus’ girls varsity soccer team. Coach Kapitan 
has been a member of the Lasers’ girls soccer program for four years - the first three years as a varsity assistant coach 
and this past year as the varsity associate head coach. During her tenure, the teams of 2018 and 2021 made state 
tournament appearances. 

Coach Kapitan was a three-year varsity player at Pewaukee High School. She attended and played soccer at the 
University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh for two years before transferring to the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse, where 
she played soccer and earned her bachelor’s of science degree in biology. She went on to earn a Secondary 
Science Teaching Certificate and Master’s Degree of Curriculum and Instruction at the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee. In addition to coaching, Coach Kapitan teaches science on the KMHS Campus. 

“I am very excited and grateful for this opportunity to continue to work with KM soccer in this leadership role,” said 
Kapitan. “We have so many traditions I look forward to continuing and new traditions I look forward to starting.”

KAITLIN KAPITAN – GIRLS SOCCER

Kettle Moraine High School hired BJ Mertens as its new boys varsity basketball coach on the KMHS 
Campus. Mertens was an assistant coach for the varsity squad at KMHS from 2018-20, when the Lasers’ 
record was 30-19 including third and fourth-place finishes in the Classic 8 Conference. 

Coach Mertens played college basketball for four years at Jamestown College and graduated with a degree 
in Mathematics in 2012. He has had assistant coaching stints at Catholic Memorial and Hartford Union High 
School and was the head girls coach at Palmyra-Eagle High School in 2014-2016.

“I am thankful for the opportunity and can’t wait to get started with our players,” said Mertens. “We had a 
lot of success the past two years - including a regional championship - and I know we can build on that in 
2021-22 and beyond!”  

BJ MERTENS – BOYS BASKETBALL

MEET THE NEW  
KM COACHES
MEET THE NEW  
KM COACHES
MEET THE NEW  
KM COACHES
“We are excited to welcome these incredible coaches, all with important ties to KM, to lead their respective 

programs.” - Ryan Tomczyk, KMHS Campus Athletics and Activities Director and Associate Principal

Jimmy Wolbert has been named the new head coach of the Kettle Moraine High School Campus’ boys varsity 
baseball team. Coach Wolbert grew up in Kent, Washington and attended Kentridge High School, where he was 
a first team all conference shortstop. He played two years at Green River Community College, then moved to La 
Crosse in 2003 to attend Viterbo University and play baseball.  

He has coached in the KM Junior Laser Baseball Program for seven years, building a very successful team from 
U8-U14. He also has experience coaching traveling high school baseball teams during the summer months. 

“I am truly honored and grateful for the opportunity to lead the KM baseball program,” said Wolbert. “I am 
excited to get to know the players and families within the high school program, as well as the KM Junior Laser 
Program even more than I already do. I look forward to building upon the foundation set by past coaches and 
baseball players. There is a lot of work to do and I am ready to hit the ground running!”  

JIMMY WOLBERT – BASEBALL
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FACILITY 
IMPROVEMENTS

What is being  
improved at  
Vock Field?
The district is nearing completion 
of part one of a two-phase 
project at Vock Field, which 
hosts football, lacrosse, track 
and field, community education 
sports, and more. Phase one is 
the replacement of the synthetic 
field surface and goal posts in 
the stadium. 

Phase two includes replacing 
spectator seating (2,500 to 
3,000), the track, concessions, 
bathrooms, field events area, 
stadium lighting, home and 
visiting team rooms and a new 
parking lot.

Why are 
improvements 
necessary?
The original synthetic turf, installed 
in 2009, had reached the end of 
its life. The surface was used for 
numerous sports at all levels, as well 
as community activities and events on 
a year-round basis. It was damaged 
beyond repair in several areas, making 
it unplayable. The new turf has a 
minimum life expectancy of 15 years. 

The district’s outdoor facilities have 
not been updated in many years 
and incremental improvements have 
traditionally been privately funded 
with non-taxpayer dollars and in-kind 
contributions from local businesses 
and contractors. The current spectator 
seating, bathrooms, and concessions 
do not meet the expectation of our 
fans, families and student athletes. 

The lack of team rooms has also 
impacted our district’s ability to provide 
facilities comparable to similarly-
sized high schools within the region. 
The current northeast parking lot has 
reached the end of its life and will be 
relocated west of the stadium.

Q A&

saving the district  
over $100,000.

Our maintenance team made 
the necessary infrastructure 

improvements,
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What is the project 
timeline?
The first stage of the project was 
approved in the summer of 2020. 
Work began on removing the old 
turf in May, 2021. 

The new turf and goalposts will be 
complete by mid August of 2021.  
The second stage of the project 
is anticipated to be approved 
during the winter of 2021-22 and 
completed in the summer of 2022.

How can KM 
community 
partners get 
involved?
KMHS Athletics and 
Activities Director Ryan 
Tomczyk has created a bevy 
of sponsorship opportunities 
for community partners to 
become a part of the KM 
tradition. 

Signage to print ads, online 
banners to naming rights, 
partners can show their 
support for Lasers athletics 
from $500 to $500,000. 
View the Sponsorship 
Opportunities now at  
bit.ly/3yq15WM and contact 
Mr. Tomczyk via email at 
tomczykr@kmsd.edu with 
questions!

What future 
improvements are 
necessary/ 
being planned?
The district has six extremely 
aged/dilapidated tennis courts, 
which were installed in the 1980s. 
The maintenance team has been 
patching and painting, sewing and 
sweeping for years, but the courts 
are at the point where play is often 
adversely affected due to numerous 
surface defects. The six courts are 
used by all of the girls and boys high 
school tennis teams and scores of 
community members. 

Currently situated west of Vock 
Field, the courts will be removed 
as part of the stadium project and 
relocated to the southwest corner 
of the high school. The new courts 
would become the overall project’s 
third phase, which hinges on the 
stadium budget. 

With a budget of $1 million for 
10 courts, and another $250,000 
for lights, the district is seeking 
corporate and community partners 
to ensure project viability. Initial 
improvements for this project would 
likely be completed in the summer 
of 2022, with 10 new tennis courts 
being constructed in the spring/
summer of 2023. Lighting and other 
amenities would be added as private 
funding/fundraising would allow.

How are the 
improvements 
being funded?
Significant fundraising has 
taken place since 2009 for the 
installation of the original turf 
and this year’s replacement. 
Collectively, private donations and 
advertising contracts have funded 
$630,000 of the projects. The 
remaining costs, and the cost of 
the infrastructure improvements, 
have come from the district’s 
operational/facilities budget. 

The district’s maintenance team 
has been performing major 
infrastructure improvements for 
years to stretch our limited outdoor 
facility budget and will continue to 
do so in the future. 

In preparation for the Vock 
Field turf install, the team made 
the necessary infrastructure 
improvements, saving the district 
over $100,000. The district also 
added funding by auctioning the 
old turf to public buyers.

The courts are at the 
point where play is often 
adversely affected due to 
numerous surface defects. 
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U.S. News & World Reports’ annual rankings were released this 
spring and Kettle Moraine School District’s charter High School 
of Health Sciences (HS^2 ) was named the top high school in 
Wisconsin! The charter, one of four offerings on the Kettle Moraine 
High School Campus, had an overall score of 98.85 out of 100 
and led the entire state in three key categories: College Readiness, 
Curriculum Breadth and Graduation Rate, which is 100 percent. 
HS^2 is also ranked thirteenth in Math and Reading Proficiency 
Rank and thirty-ninth in Math and Reading Performance Rank. 

“We are extremely proud of the ranking,” said Superintendent 
Stephen Plum, who was the director of HS^2 before taking over 
as the district’s leader. “Staff, students and community partners 
have worked extremely hard since HS^2 opened its doors and this 
honor is the fruit of our collective efforts.” 

Rebecca Ladsten, a long-time HS^2 teacher and now its director, 
said the ranking is great, but what she and her staff are most 
proud of is the learning experiences afforded to students.

“Students have the opportunities to learn what they like and don’t 
like in a field,” she said. “Often times the latter is most important  
as they navigate a career path, especially in health sciences.”

98.85
out of 
100

SCORED

KMMS HISTORIANS EXCEL AT STATE 
AND NATIONAL LEVELS
Two young Kettle Moraine Middle School (KMMS) historians are now state 
champions and represented our school, our community, and our state at the 
national competition for National History Day the week of June 13. Approximately 
10,000 students participate in the National History Day competition each year 
across the state.

At the state level, Krin Blegen’s project, “Sending A Message: How Postcards 
Communicated Terror to a Race of Americans,” took first place in the individual 
documentary category, and Emma Manion’s, “Dickey Chapelle: Communicating 
the Truth of War and the Challenges of Being a female War Correspondent,” took 
first in the individual performance category! Sydney Loehrl was a runner-up in the 
performance category for her play titled, “Confederate Communication, How the 
Lost Cause Changed the Communication About the Civil War.” Hailey Cousland 
also represented KM at the state tournament with her museum exhibit, “Charlie 
Chaplin’s Communication, The Comedian’s Warning to the World.”

On Wednesday, June 16, Krin’s documentary was shown at the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of African American History and Culture in Washington, 
D.C. This is only the second time a KM student’s work has been shown at the 
Smithsonian, and the first time a documentary has been shown! She was also 
named a Special Award Winner on Saturday, June 19, when National History 
Day® (NHD) presented the awards for the 2021 NHD National Contest in a live-
streamed ceremony!

“I want to inspire people to become aware,” Blegen told The Waukesha Freeman.
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HS2 provided some of 
the best, most-influential 
experiences of my life 
thanks to our partnerships 
with Advocate Aurora, 
Lake Country Fire & 
Rescue Training Center 
and the Medical College  
of Wisconsin.

NAMED STATE’S 
TOP HIGH SCHOOL 

High School of Health Sciences

Krin Blegen’s documentary was 
shown at the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of African 

American History and Culture in 
Washington, D.C.

- JAIDAN LORETI, CLASS OF 2021

KM’s funding is $268 per student, 
one of the lowest in Wisconsin

One-Time Stimulus Funds 
No Boon For KM 
Over the past 12 months, the federal government has passed three major initiatives to provide billions of 
dollars for schools throughout the country. Wisconsin schools are receiving over $2 billion, which equals 
$2,669 per pupil across public, private, choice, and charter schools, though not every school or student  
is being funded equally.

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
ESSER ALLOCATION:

$2.0B
KM’S ONE-TIME ESSER 
FUNDING:

$3.9M
BROAD-PARAMETER 
FUNDS:

$2.3M

From  John Stellmacher, CFO

FUNDS RESTRICTED TO  
COVER LEARNING-LOSS:

$1.6M
KM’S ONE-TIME ESSER  
BASE FUNDING PER-PUPIL: 

$268
KM’S ONE-TIME ESSER 
SUPPLEMENTAL PER PUPIL:

$732
STATE AVERAGE ESSER 
FUNDING PER PUPIL:

$2,669
GRANTON SCHOOL DISTRICT 
(CLARK COUNTY) ONE-TIME  
ESSER FUNDING PER-PUPIL: 

$14,576
2021-23 STATE BUDGET 
PER-PUPIL FUNDING:

$0

(ESTIMATE)

The first two pieces of the stimulus package, the CARES Act, and the Consolidated Appropriations Act (ESSER II - Elementary 
and Secondary School Emergency Relief) were adopted by the Trump Administration in 2020. The third, the American Rescue 
Plan Act (ESSER III) was adopted by the Biden Administration in early 2021. Together, the packages provide as much as 
$14,576 per student (Granton School District) and as little as $107 per student (McFarland).  

Kettle Moraine’s funding is approximately $268 per student, one of the lowest in the state, which is much lower than other 
districts because funding is distributed via the federal Title 1 formula, designed to allocate funds equitably between affluent 
communities and those with more economically-disadvantaged students. The legislature allocated additional federal funds to 
potentially increase KM’s allocation to $1,000 per student, but these one-time funds come with significant restrictions.

So how much is Kettle Moraine receiving in total, and how are we spending our resources? Our district has received 
approximately $970,000 and anticipates receiving $700,000 from discretionary funds as a result of offering five-day, face-to-
face instruction through the 2020-21 school year. We will also receive about $2.2 million in supplemental ESSER III dollars for a 
total of $3.9 million in one-time funding.

How is Kettle Moraine utilizing the funds? It’s important for our citizens to understand: not every district is playing by the same 
rules. KM is receiving over half of our funds through ESSER 3 supplemental funds. This pool of money, being distributed to 
districts with the least federal funding in the state, is also the most heavily restricted. We anticipate $1.6 million of these funds 
will be restricted to address learning loss, leaving the district with $2.3 million to be utilized under a broad set of parameters.  

As of the end of the 2020-21 fiscal year, the district has spent approximately $1.6 million dollars to operate safely during the 
pandemic. These expenses include purchasing personal protective equipment, plexiglass, nursing supplies, and other materials. 
It includes rental costs for outdoor tents and additional nursing and teaching staff to provide every student with a learning 
environment - face-to-face or distance - which best met their needs.

This leaves the district with about $700,000 that isn’t committed to reimbursing incurred 2020-21 expenses, or that isn’t tightly 
controlled by restrictions on ESSER 3.

We anticipate receiving our final allocation from the Department of Instruction (DPI) by early October. The district will then 
develop plans within a 30-day window for utilizing the currently uncommitted $700,000 in resources and the $1.6 million 
designated for activities/instruction that qualify under the yet-to-be-defined “learning loss/learning disruption.” The district will 
seek planning input from community stakeholders, staff, and administration as required by the American Rescue Plan Act.

As these are one-time funds, the district will be looking to prioritize singular costs, which otherwise would not be funded when 
the federal stimulus funds are exhausted. We’ll seek strategic investments to enhance current and future learning practices, as 
well as invest in programs, facility improvement, and staff development to increase our service capacity. We also plan to invest 
in practices to increase student enrollment - to increase revenue - and decrease operating costs through efficiencies.

The district also must consider operating costs and annual increases for staff salaries, insurance, bus fuel, and utilities, as the 
State of Wisconsin 2021-23 budget froze per-pupil spending over the next two years. A typical state budget provides $200 per 
pupil in new funding each year (a 1.8 percent annual increase), which would have meant $724,000 in new funding for 2021-
22 and $1.5 million for 2022-23 and beyond. Instead, the district is receiving zero new funding per pupil. The state budget did 
provide a slight increase in high-cost transportation aid and additional dollars to maintain a special education reimbursement 
rate of 28-30 percent, but those funds are insufficient to meet our needs.

We greatly appreciate the strong support we have received from our community. Our leadership team and KM educators are 
committed to meeting the expectations of our district residents and we strive to make the best and most accountable use of 
our limited one-time resources being provided by the federal government.

Watch Krin's

Watch Emma's

READ MORE!

https://vimeo.com/559989846
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wLUf8HbujqQuSOMMLlhOT0XQCaupO5Ch/view?fbclid=IwAR32v7tR48u8hzNVHCQtQTwfy0z3FbBpFsdWt1W0m5ZbJaE18R4vFs9TYaw
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-high-schools/wisconsin/districts/kettle-moraine-school-district/high-school-of-health-sciences-158586?fbclid=IwAR1yM0P_sVjEAY6KQw49q_D3sktKWD8scMwmKflqvUIV1BtmCyvS1DX8lvo
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One of Mr. Plum’s first initiatives as KM’s superintendent was a program to recognize exemplary KM staff for going above and beyond the 

boundaries of their work to help the district realize its mission of Learning Without Boundaries. These are the first of many staff members to 

come who will be recognized for going above and beyond.

JACKIE BEHLING   
Executive Assistant To The Superintendent 
Jackie Behling transitioned in 2019 from Wales Elementary’s Administrative 
Assistant to the right-hand woman for the superintendent and Board of 
Education. She has brought a varied skill set and an energized approach to 
her new role the past two years. Jackie has consistently shown, on multiple 
occasions, her “can-do attitude,” diving in to help with communications, Food 
Services, the Business Office and more. 

“There have been projects I’ve needed help on with the Business Office and 
Food Service and Jackie has always stepped up to help,” said Business Manager 
Lindsay Johnson, who nominated Jackie. “She’s always looking for more ways to 
help across all departments. She is always asking ‘What can I do?’”

Jackie has proven she will go the extra mile and work until a project is done. 
Her persistence in figuring out why something does not work, or how it can  
be improved, has made countless processes smoother and more efficient.  
She also brings a positive attitude and bright smile to the district office.

“It’s a great place to work,” said Johnson. “And that’s because of people 
like Jackie.”

KELLY DONALDSON   
Community Education Coordinator
Kelly Donaldson has served a remarkable 27 years as KM’s community education 
coordinator! What started as a co-op position in high school turned into a full-
time job after Kelly graduated from college. 

“The unique thing about Kelly is she is always listening to the community and 
providing facilities to support opportunities,” said Ryan Tomczyk, who nominated 
her for the award. “I believe our community education program is the reason we 
compete at such a high level at KMHS in not only athletics, but all of our co-
curricular opportunities. Kelly is a huge part of that success.” 

Kelly attends evening Junior Laser events and communicates how the boards, 
parents and district can work together. This past year, as the district worked 
through the challenges of COVID, Kelly managed to communicate effectively with 
multiple departments on facility usages and ensured proper mitigation protocols 
were in place while still maintaining the high community standards Kettle Moraine 
has for its programs.  

“It’s great to have dedicated people who bleed navy and gold,” Tomczyk said. 
“And that’s Kelly Donaldson.”

&BeyondAbove

Kettle Moraine School District is proud to introduce these new staff members, 
beginning their journey this year in KM!  

NEW STAFF

Lauren Dolenshek
Speech/Language - Wales

Katie Goetz
School Counselor - HS Campus

Kelly Hettwer
Nutrition Services - Magee

Michelle Johnson
Music Teacher - Cushing

Kristina Kobus
English Teacher - KMMS

Brenda Lerner
Interpreter - Dousman

Rachel Marquette
Music/Orchestra - Dousman/KMMS

Angela McLean
English Teacher - HS Campus

Karra O’Gorman
FACS Teacher - HS Campus

Lisa Palkowski
Grade 2 Teacher - Wales

Sarah Pasternak
Phy Ed Teacher - KMMS

Nicholas Patenaude
SWD Teacher - Dousman

Cecilia Petrie
Music Teacher - Dousman/Magee

Jeremy Struss
District Finance Manager

Staff shown below were hired/confirmed as of August 1. 

Jacob Martin
Choir Teacher - KMMS

Krista Rempe
Speech/Language - Cushing/Dousman

WATCH THE
VIDEO!

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1fVnxCNdB2EfD3YMpJBuWL2JmYkgcw5Cy
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STATE
CHAMPS
STATE
CHAMPS
STATE
CHAMPS

STATE
CHAMPS
STATE
CHAMPS
STATE
CHAMPS2020-2021

ELLIE JOHNSON RUNS  
TO STATE CHAMPIONSHIP  
IN 100M HURDLES
Kettle Moraine School District is so proud of Ellie Johnson and her girls 
track and field teammates for their success in the rain-soaked 2021 
state meet at UW La Crosse. Ellie capped an amazing career at KM by 
running away from the competition to win the 100M hurdles with a time 
of 14.21. She also helped her 4x200 relay team of Ella Sivak, Lindsey 
McLean, Kayden Kruchoski to a sixth-place finish. Congratulations to 
Ellie on an unforgettable moment on the track and podium!

LASER ROBOTICS SETS  
WORLD RECORD ON WAY  
TO STATE TITLE
Kettle Moraine’s FTC Robotics Team Laser Tech was on the 
winning alliance April 24 at the State Competition on MSOE’s 
campus, teaming with Gearhead and Phoenix Force. The three-
school alliance won the competition giving Laser Tech its first-
ever state title! In addition, Laser Tech scored 456 points in the 
semi-finals, which is the current world record for hybrid FTC 
events this season. Incredible achievements, Lasers!

KETTLE MORAINE HIGH 
SCHOOL ROCK CLIMBING 
TEAM COMES OUT ON TOP
The KM Rock Climbing Team won the state championship this 
spring with a true team effort. All team members contributed 
to an incredible team atmosphere at state finals! The following 
nine individuals had a top-5 finish within their divisions: Nico 
K., Erica H., Katie R., Kayden K., Brooke H., Reegan C., Nate C., 
Noah S., Jamison O.

Of these individuals, both Katie R. and Reegan C. won their 
respective divisions. The entire KM Rock Climbing Team should 
be celebrated for their tireless commitment to the sport, 
endless positivity, and their hard-fought state championship!

BOYS GOLF TEAM WINS 
FIRST-EVER STATE TITLE
The Kettle Moraine Boys Golf Team capped a season 
for the ages by scoring 598 in the two-day state 
tournament at Wild Rock Golf Club, besting second-
place Homestead by a whopping 19 strokes. Their 
state championship is the first ever for the KM boys 
golf program.

“We all knew we had the talent,” said senior Ben 
Pausha, whose ace on the par-3, 127-yard 15th  
hole was the victory dagger. “We knew it all year, 
but the only thing was if we could execute when it 
mattered most, and we did it. We beat everyone  
and it feels great.”

SCORES:

Ben Pausha -  
3rd place with 142 (-2)

Jackson Vinopal and  
Jackson Cain -  
tied for 8th place  
with 150 (+6)

Alex Koenig -  
25th place with 156 (+12)

Spencer Stuke -  
41st place with 161 (+17)

2021 SPRING SPORT RESULTS

SOFTBALL 3 RD
IN CONFERENCE

Dishaw 1st team all conference
Cervenka 1st team all conference
Sander 2nd team all conference
Hailey Hack Honorable mention all conference
Grace Doome Honorable mention all conference
Carmen Follette Honorable mention all conference

GIRLS LACROSSE 4th
IN CONFERENCE

11th place at State
Hannah Gronowski 1st team all conference
Julia Wawrzyniak 1st team all conference
Karter Lauer 2nd team all conference
Addison Greenspan Honorable mention all conference
Molly Dulde Honorable mention all conference

GIRLS SOCCER 4 TH
IN CONFERENCE

Regional Champions  |  Sectional Champions  |  State Qualifiers
Mia Haertle 1st team all conference
Ava Kascur 2nd team all conference
Elaina Zuchowski 2nd team all conference
Ava Craven Honorable mention all conference
Erika Panella Honorable mention all conference

GIRLS TRACK & FIELD 5TH
IN CONFERENCE

3rd at Regionals  |  4th at Sectionals  |  18th at State with 15 points

Ella Sivak    7th at Regionals in 100m, 2nd at Regionals in 4x200m relay, 2nd at Sectionals in 
4x200m relay, State Qualifier: 4x200m relay, 6th at State in 4x200m relay

Ellie Johnson   1st at Regionals in 200m, 1st at Regionals in 100m hurdles, 2nd at Regionals in 
4x200m relay, 1st at Sectionals in 100m hurdles, 2nd at Sectionals in 4x200m relay, 1st at Sectionals 
in 200m, State Qualifier: 200m, 100m hurdles, 4x200m relay, 1st at State in 100m hurdles, 6th at 
State in 4x200m relay

Dana Valdez Barber    6th at Regionals in 800m

Tara Braun    3rd at Regionals in 3200m, 7th at Sectionals in 3200m

Kayden Kruchoski    2nd at Regionals in 300m hurdles, 2nd at Regionals in 4x200m relay, 2nd at 
Regionals in 4x400m relay, 5th at Regionals in triple jump, 2nd at Sectionals in 4x200m relay, 3rd at 
Sectionals in 300m hurdles, 5th at Sectionals in 4x400m relay, State Qualifier: 300m hurdles, 4x200m 
relay, 7th at State in 300m hurdles, 6th at State in 4x200m relay

Anna Sueflohn    6th at Regionals in 300m hurdles, 2nd at Regionals in 4x400m relay 5th at 
Sectionals in 4x400m relay  

Lindsey McLean    2nd at Regionals in 4x200m relay, 2nd at Regionals in 4x400m relay 2nd at 
Sectionals in 4x200m relay, 5th at Sectionals in 4x400m relay,State Qualifier: 4x200m relay, 6th at 
State in 4x200m relay

Erica Henderson    2nd at Regionals in 4x400m relay, 5th at Sectionals in 4x400m relay

Emily Gehrke    2nd at Regionals in 4x400m relay, 2nd at Regionals in 4x200m relay, 5th at 
Sectionals in 4x400m relay, 2nd at Sectionals in 4x200m relay, State Qualifier: 4x200m relay, 6th at 
State in 4x200m relay

Kaitlyn Huebner    1st at Regionals in pole vault, 2nd at Regionals in discus, 1st at Sectionals in pole 
vault, 5th at Sectionals in discus, State Qualifier: pole vault, 9th at State in pole vault 

Abigail Bauer    8th at Regionals in triple jump

Kaitlyn Groh    2nd at Regionals in shot put, 4th at Sectionals in shot put

Alyssa Kleiman-lee    8th at Regionals in shot put   

Grace Renk    2nd at Regionals in 4x200m relay, 2nd at Sectionals in 4x200m relay,  
State Qualifier: 4x200m relay, 6th at State in 4x200m relay

Tegan Whaples    2nd at Regionals in 4x400m relay,  
5th at Sectionals in 4x400m relay

BOYS TRACK & FIELD 8TH
IN CONFERENCE

7th at Regionals  |  14th at Sectionals

Holden McGoldrick    8th at Regionals in 400m

Cade Ziegler     5th at Regionals in 800m, 4th at Regionals in 4x800m relay, 7th at Sectionals in 
4x800m relay 

Michael Wawrzyn     6th at Regionals in 3200m, 4th at Regionals in 4x800m relay, 7th at Sectionals 
in 4x800m relay 

Hudson Denor    7th at Regionals in 110m hurdles  

Noah Hait     7th at Regionals in long jump, 3rd at Regionals in 4x200m relay, 4th at Regionals in 
4x400m relay, 8th at Sectionals in 4x400m relay, 6th at Sectionals in 4x200m relay 

Nathan Williams    7th at Regionals in pole vault  

Grey Rumohr    7th at Regionals in shot put, 7th at Regionals in discus  

Luke Ishag    8th at Regionals in discus  

Rogan Leisteko    4th at Regionals in 4x800m relay, 7th at Sectionals in 4x800m relay 

Brian Ankerstein    4th at Regionals in 4x800m relay, 7th at Sectionals in 4x800m relay 

Brett Kowal    4th at Regionals in 4x800m relay, 7th at Sectionals in 4x800m relay 

Maxwell Knight    4th at Regionals in 4x800m relay, 7th at Sectionals in 4x800m relay 

Matthew Wagner     4th at Regionals in 4x100m relay, 3rd at Regionals in 4x200m relay, 4th at 
Regionals in 4x400m relay, 2nd at Regionals in long jump 6th at Sectionals in 
4x200m relay, 6th at Sectionals in 4x100m relay, 5th at Sectionals in long jump, 
8th at Sectionals in 4x400m relay 

Sam Noel     4th at Regionals in 4x100m relay, 3rd at Regionals in 4x200m relay, 4th at Regionals in 
4x400m relay, 6th at Sectionals in 4x200m relay, 6th at Sectionals in 4x100m relay, 8th 
at Sectionals in 4x400m relay 

Luke Danielski     4th at Regionals in 4x100m relay, 6th at Sectionals in 4x100m relay 

Nicholas Kalix     4th at Regionals in 4x100m relay, 3rd at Regionals in 4x200m relay, 4th at 
Regionals in 4x400m relay, 6th at Sectionals in 4x100m relay, 8th at Sectionals in 
4x400m relay, 6th at Sectionals in 4x200m relay 

Riley Nicholson     4th at Regionals in 4x100m relay, 3rd at Regionals in 4x200m relay, 4th at 
Regionals in 4x400m relay, 6th at Sectionals in 4x200m relay, 8th at Sectionals in 
4x400m relay, 6th at Sectionals in 4x100m relay 

Isaiah Crothers     4th at Regionals in 4x100m relay, 3rd at Regionals in 4x200m relay, 4th at 
Regionals in 4x400m relay, 6th at Sectionals in 4x200m relay, 8th at Sectionals in 
4x400m relay, 6th at Sectionals in 4x100m relay 

BOYS TENNIS 5TH
IN CONFERENCE

5th at Subsectionals
Logan Mustas 2nd team all conference in #1 singles
Max Stuckey 2nd team all conference in #2 doubles, State Qualifier
Simon Parker 2nd team all conference in #2 doubles, State Qualifier
Jack Heyroth  2nd at subsectionals in #3 singles,  

3rd at Sectionals in #3 singles

BOYS GOLF 1ST
IN CONFERENCE

1st at Regionals  |  2nd at Sectionals  |  1st at State
Jackson Vinopal  1st at Regionals, 6th at Sectionals, 8th at State
Spencer Stuke 2nd at Regionals, 16th at Sectionals, 41st place at State
Alex Koenig 4th at Regionals, 6th place at Sectionals, 25th at State
Jackson Cain 7th at Regionals, 6th at Sectionals, 8th at State
Ben Pausha 9th at Regionals, 13th at Sectionals, 3rd at State

BASEBALL 6TH
IN CONFERENCE

Ryan Blanchard 1st team all conference
Owen Bond 2nd team all conference
Nolan Schopp Honorable mention all conference

Classic 8 Red Division Champions  |  
State Semifinalist

Nolan Rappis  1st team all conference, 
Conference Player of the 
Year, 1st team all state, 
WI Player of the Year, All 
American

Chaz Renaud 1st team all conference
Jonathan Mautz 1st team all conference
Noah Dretzka 1st team all conference,  
 1st team all state, All  
 American
Camden Rappis 2nd team all conference
Ethan Haselwood 2nd team all conference
Luke Hardin 2nd team all conference
Will Mayo 2nd team all conference
Nate Genzel Honorable mention all  
 conference
Noah Magill Honorable mention all  
 conference

BOYS LACROSSE 1ST
IN CONFERENCE
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AMERICAN LEGION SCHOLARSHIPS 
DOUSMAN AMERICAN LEGION POST #405 COACH 
GREG VOCK MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Luke Danielski

DOUSMAN AMERICAN LEGION POST #405 
SCHOLARSHIPS

Juliet Curtin, Kayden Kruchoski, Chandler Wells

DOUSMAN AMERICAN LEGION POST #405 BIZ Z B 
SCHOLARSHIP - IN MEMORY OF CARL BORGSTROM

Evan Bajczyk

DOUSMAN AMERICAN LEGION POST #405 
MECHANICAL SCHOLARSHIP - IN HONOR OF  
BRIAN HOLLAND

Jonathan Zeihen  

HONORARY SCHOLARSHIPS 
KEN KASSEES SCHOLARSHIP

Tayah Eisler

KETTLE MORAINE EDUCATION FOUNDATION AWARDS
Jack Burns, Kellsie Christensen, Julia Foster,  
Regan Grimmer, Trinity Sloan, Reagan Stuke

MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS 
DOUSMAN-OTTAWA LIONS ROCCO GRIPPE 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Morgan Medina

DON HILLMER EAGLE SCOUT SCHOLARSHIP
Jonathan Zeihen

DON HILLMER TRACK SCHOLARSHIP
Kayden Kruchoski

DONALD PAPKE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Evan Bajcyzk

DREW DWYER STAR SCHOLARSHIP
Juliet Curtin

EDWARD WILKE TRUST SCHOLARSHIP
Katherine Sindic

JEFFREY M. BOWERSOCK MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Evan Bajczyk

MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS - cont.
JOEL TENGLER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Natalia Gutierrez

MILDRED FALK MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS
Emily Doome, Lindsey McLean

RICHARD D. WARNER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Jamison Olson

TONY ZALAR MEMORIAL SOCCER SCHOLARSHIP
Ava Craven

SCHOOL ORGANIZATION SCHOLARSHIPS 
KM BOOSTER CLUB SCHOLARSHIPS

Robi Binagi, Madison Day, Hannah Gronowski,  
Jackson Holzhauer, Luke Ishag, Hailey Jester,  
Maxwell Knight, Emma Pope, Ethan Scherwinski,  
Joshua Seamonson

KM BOYS BASKETBALL CLUB SCHOLARSHIPS
Luke Danielski, Jackson Holzhauer, Luke Ishag

KM GIRLS BASKETBALL CLUB SCHOLARSHIPS
Madison Day, Hannah Gronowski, Madalyn Schmidt, 
Trinity Sloan

JUNIOR LASER FOOTBALL SCHOLARSHIPS
Luke Danielski, Adam Donaldson

KM LASERS FASTPITCH CLUB SCHOLARSHIP
Katie Cervenka

LASER BEAM SCHOLARSHIP
Tayah Eisler

LASER LOCKER SCHOLARSHIP
Zachary Hettwer    

PTO SCHOLARSHIPS 
CUSHING ELEMENTARY – Masha Drapkin

DOUSMAN ELEMENTARY – Briana Medina

DOUSMAN ELEMENTARY –  Holly Roush 
IN HONOR OF OFFICER SUPPLE, RETIRED SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER 

MAGEE ELEMENTARY – Kiera Christensen

WALES ELEMENTARY / KM EXPLORE – Jordyn Dellis

2021 Scholarship Recipients
The Kettle Moraine Education Foundation was pleased to award 77 scholarships totaling 
$66,500 to graduating seniors this year. Awards are funded by generous contributions 
made by area citizens, families, businesses and community organizations.

SCHOLARSHIP FUND

COMMUNITY SCHOLARSHIPS 

DELAFIELD/SUMMIT LIONS CLUB SCHOLARSHIP
Chelsea Rowley

DOUSMAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SCHOLARSHIPS
Kaitlyn Clark, Hayley Green

DOUSMAN-OTTAWA LIONS BUD GRAMLING 
SCHOLARSHIP

Amanda VonRuden

DOUSMAN TRANSPORT SCHOLARSHIP
Hope Fleming

JERUSALEM PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH DONNA LEXA 
ART FAIR FINE ARTS SCHOLARSHIPS

Gwynyth Martin, Grace Provan

LAKE COUNTRY MANUFACTURING SCHOLARSHIP
Jack Gennerman

LAKE COUNTRY ROTARY SCHOLARSHIPS
Ryan Shedivy, Carly Steckling

MAMA D’S SCHOLARSHIP
Ella Cridelich

PROHEALTH CARE FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS
Tessa Jester, Madalyn Schmidt

MASONIC FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS 
DOUSMAN MASONIC LODGE #315 SCHOLARSHIP 

Holly Roush

GLENN L. HUMPHREY LODGE #364 SCHOLARSHIP
Odin Johnson

FRIEWALD SCHOLARSHIPS
Matthew Gibson, Haley Gross

ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR DOUSMAN ROB 
MORRIS CHAPTER #257 CORY MEMORIAL NURSING 
SCHOLARSHIP

Kiera Fournier

LAKE COUNTRY FREEMASONS LODGE #42 
ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP

Ellena Hein

LAKE COUNTRY FREEMASONS LODGE #42 
TECHNICAL SCHOLARSHIPS

Benjamin Ferguson, Ryan Shedivy

SEPTEMBER
 M T W R F

1 2 3

 6 7 8 9 10

 13 14 15 16 17

 20 21 22 23 24

 27 28 29 30

2021–2022 SCHOOL CALENDAR

Aug. 23–27, Aug. 30 & 31 
Professional Development

Aug. 30 & 31, Sept. 1 
Elementary K-5 Soft Start

Aug. 31 
Half Day - First Day of 
School  Grades 6, 9 and 

students new to MS & HS 
only 

Feb. 18 
Professional Development 

NO SCHOOL - ELEMENTARY 
VIRTUAL - MS & HS 

Feb. 21 
Professional Development 

NO SCHOOL

PT Conferences by Feb. 21

Sept. 1 
Elementary K-5 Soft Start  

First full day -  
MS & HS students 

Sept. 2 
First full day - 4K-5  

Elementary students 

Sept. 6 
Labor Day

NO SCHOOL

Mar. 21–Mar. 25 
NO SCHOOL

Mar. 28 
School Resumes

Oct. 1 & 4 
Professional Development 

NO SCHOOL

PT Conferences by Oct. 4

Apr. 1 
End of Term

Apr. 4 
Professional Development 

NO SCHOOL

Apr. 15–Apr. 18 
NO SCHOOL 

Nov. 4 
End of Term

Nov. 5 
Professional Development 

NO SCHOOL

Nov. 24–26 
NO SCHOOL

May 6 
Professional Development 

NO SCHOOL

May 30 
Memorial Day
NO SCHOOL

Dec. 23–Jan. 2 
NO SCHOOL

June 5 
Graduation Ceremony

June 8 
End of Term

Last Day of School 
STUDENT HALF DAY  

(Elem. 12:35pm MS/HS 11:32am)

June 20–July 29 
Summer Academy

Jan. 3 
School Resumes

Jan. 17 
Professional Development 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
NO SCHOOL 

Jan. 21 
End of Term & 1st Semester

Jan. 24 
Professional Development 

NO SCHOOL 

July 4 
Independence Day

June 20–July 29 
Summer Academy

Kettle Moraine charter schools (KM Explore, KM Perform, KM Global and the High School of Health Sciences) operate with the same non-

school days as listed on this calendar, however other dates may vary. Please see each charter school’s website for their individual calendars. 

 Elementary: 8:30am – 3:05pm 
Middle & High School: 7:20am – 2:02pm

THURSDAY  
EARLY RELEASE

Elementary: 8:30am – 3:35pm 
Middle & High School: 7:20am – 2:35pm

M, T, W, F

DAILY SCHOOL START & END TIMES

NOTE:

DECEMBER
 M T W R F

1 2 3 

 6 7 8 9 10

 13 14 15 16 17

 20 21 22 23 24

 27 28 29 30 31

JUNE
 M T W R F

1 2 3 

 6 7 8 9 10

 13 14 15 16 17

 20 21 22 23 24

 27 28 29 30 

JANUARY
 M T W R F

 3 4 5 6 7 

 10 11 12 13 14

 17 18 19 20 21

 24 25 26 27 28

 31

JULY
 M T W R F

1 

 4 5 6 7 8 

 11 12 13 14 15

 18 19 20 21 22

 25 26 27 28 29

NOVEMBER
 M T W R F

 1 2 3 4 5 

 8 9 10 11 12

 15 16 17 18 19

 22 23 24 25 26

 29 30

OCTOBER
 M T W R F

1 

 4 5 6 7 8

 11 12 13 14 15 

 18 19 20 21 22

 25 26 27 28 29

AUGUST
 M T W R F

 2 3 4 5 6 

 9 10 11 12 13

 16 17 18 19 20

 23 24 25 26 27

 30 31 

NO School

NO School-Elementary

Early Release

FEBRUARY
 M T W R F

1 2 3 4 

 7 8 9 10 11

 14 15 16 17 18

 21 22 23 24 25 

 28

MAY
 M T W R F

 2 3 4 5 6 

 9 10 11 12 13

 16 17 18 19 20

 23 24 25 26 27

 30 31

APRIL
 M T W R F

1 

 4 5 6 7 8 

 11 12 13 14 15

 18 19 20 21 22 

 25 26 27 28 29

MARCH
 M T W R F

1 2 3 4 

 7 8 9 10 11

 14 15 16 17 18

 21 22 23 24 25

 28 29 30 31

7-26-2021

Virtual

8 Locations • Visit Us Online at ewaldauto.com

*Limited warranty is on qualified new vehicles only, some restrictions apply. Leases excluded. Limited warranty is not transferable, a copy of limited warranty is available. See dealer for details.

For All Your Transportation Needs
New & Used Vehicles, Service, Parts & Auto Collision Repair

Family Owned and Operated

PROUD  
SUPPORTER!

Individualized Education 
Program (IEP)
Upon request, the School District of Kettle Moraine is 
required to evaluate a child for eligibility for special education 
services. A request for evaluation is known as a referral. When 
the district receives a referral, the district will appoint an 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) team to determine 
if the child has a disability, and if the child needs special 
education services. The district locates, identifies, and 
evaluates all children with disabilities who are enrolled by their 
parents in private (including religious) schools, elementary 
schools and secondary schools located in the school district.

A physician, nurse, psychologist, social worker, or administrator 
of a social agency who reasonably believes a child brought 
to him or her for services is a child with a disability has a 
legal duty to refer the child, including a homeless child, to the 
school district in which the child resides. Before referring the 
child, the person making the referral must inform the child’s 
parent that the referral will be made. Others, including parents, 
who reasonably believe a child is a child with a disability may 
also refer the child, including a homeless child, to the school 
district in which the child resides. Referrals must be in writing 
and include the reason why the person believes the child is a 
child with a disability. A referral may be made by contacting 
Dr. Charles Wiza, Director of Student Services, School District 
of Kettle Moraine, at 262.968.6300, ext. 5341, or by writing 
to him at School District Kettle Moraine, 563 A.J. Allen Circle, 
Wales, WI, 53183.

The School District of Kettle Moraine does not discriminate 
on the basis of religion, sex, race, color, national origin, age, 
ancestry, creed, political affiliation, membership in the National 
Guard, state defense force or any reserve component of the 
United States Military or state military forces, pregnancy, 
marital or parental status, sexual orientation or physical, 
mental, emotional, or learning disability or handicap or other 
basis prohibited under state or federal law.

FOLLOW KM!
@KMDISTRICT @KMDISTRICT KMSCHOOLS

https://www.ewaldauto.com/
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In order to be good stewards of taxpayer funds, a cost-effective bulk mailing service was used for
this publication. However, there are limitations and the service cannot precisely match the Kettle
Moraine School District boundaries without adding significant cost. If you do not live within
the District and received this publication due to this limitation, we ask for your understanding.

The School District of Kettle Moraine does not discriminate on the basis of religion, sex, race, color, national origin, age, ancestry, 
creed, political affiliation, membership in the National Guard, state defense force or any reserve component of the United States 
Military or state military forces, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual orientation or physical, mental, emotional, or learning 
disability or handicap or other basis prohibited under state or federal law. Contact KMSD: 262-968-6300 or www.kmsd.edu.

THANK YOU TO BUBON ORTHODONTICS - OFFICIAL COMMUNICATOR SPONSOR!

Congrats to Isabella N., who will be a senior in the fall at HS^2, on the premiere of her original musical composition! Isabella is a member of 
Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra’s Senior Symphony and a John Downey Fellow. Written during the pandemic, “After the Long Winter” expresses 
hope for a long-awaited reawakening of the world. It is written in sonata allegro form and will become the opening movement of a larger symphonic 
work. Isabella plays violin and piano in the Senior Symphony, in addition to composing music, and hopes to study musical composition in college. 

COMPLETELY COMPOSED

WATCH NOW

https://youtu.be/Sf-B67OvDAg
https://bubonortho.com/



